College Hill Neighborhood Association
October 20, 2009

7:00 PM to 8:45 PM

In Attendance: 19 people including 6 Executive Committee members
Public Officials: Mayor Panto and Councilpeople Roger Ruggles, Jeff Warren, and El Warner

Meeting Minutes – Motion by Roger Ruggles to wave the meeting minutes due to the March Elementary School agenda item. Seconded by Alan Raisman.

Team Meeting/Challenge Update

· Beautification Committee

New mums were planted along Cattell Street.  We will be asking Lafayette College to replace missing planters.  

· Public Safety Team

The crosswalk near WAWA will be completed in the spring.  We spoke with Dave Hopkins about placing a guard rail along Clinton Terrace and Route 611.  We will be getting an estimate for that project.  We are looking for new team members!!

· Nevin Park Team

We will hold a meeting in the next two weeks.
· Block Watch Team

We will be meeting either Monday or Tuesday at 7:30 PM at 303 W. Lafayette Street.  Prior to the meeting, we helped a female retrieve her phone from the March School basketball quart.  Great work team!!
· Community Relations Team

We have been working with Councilwoman El Warner and Councilman Jeff Warren to find a resolution to the March School parking situation.  We have 5 or 6 team members signed up, and we are looking for a team member to attend School Board meetings.
· News Team

We will be meeting this Friday at Joe’s house.  We will be updating the CHNA brochure and WAWA signage.
· Garden Tour Team

We are looking over past tours and currently organizing publicity.  The Garden Tour is set to kickoff from the College Hill Presbyterian Church on June 19 and end on June 20.
· Activities Team

We are still looking for a team leader for the Activities Team!!
New Business
1. March Elementary School Parking Situation
Lengthy discussion occurred regarding interrelated matters associated with parking congestion and public safety around the F.A. March Elementary School.  It was determined that an original ordinance regarding one-hour parking in the 400 block of Reeder Street, outside the main entrance of the March School, passed on May 23, 2001, has evolved into a de facto bus loading zone along the entire block of Reeder Street.  The point was made that Principal Judy Steinberg’s bus loading zone did seem to work well for the bussed students and the administration.  Support was expressed that the City’s Police Department should make the bus-loading zone legal and enforceable.  In a related matter, discussion occurred about the density of teacher and staff parking around the school.  A change in the City’s Parking Permit Ordinance which would extend the hours currently appearing on some of the College Hill Neighborhood parking permit signs was discussed as a possible solution.  Specifically, an ordinance amendment created by Councilwoman Warner, at the request of CHNA members Hubert Etchison and Curt Ehly, would extend the permit parking hours from the current 2:30 AM – 6:30 AM to 2:30 AM to 8:30 AM on those streets bordering the March Elementary School and extending for one block in all directions from the March Elementary School.  The ordinance amendment would effectively move most March School staff and teacher parking to a perimeter one block out from the school.  Councilwoman Warner, in attendance at the meeting, referred to the area impacted by the proposed ordinance amendment as the “March School Impact Zone.”  A motion was made by Curt Ehly which stated that the CHNA supported the proposed parking permit ordinance amendment which would create that March School Impact Zone.  The motion was seconded by David Rose and approved unanimously.  Curt Ehly made a second motion for the proper development of ordinances for a bus-loading zone, as is being created by the Easton Police Department along the 400 block of Reeder Street, between Parsons Street and Monroe Street.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Councilwoman El Warner will be meeting with Principal Judy Steinberg on October 27 to discuss the proposed ordinances.  Councilwoman Warner intends to introduce both ordinances in the upcoming City Council meeting on October 28.

In a related matter, Bob Johnson expressed concern about trees on the perimeter of the March School that have been severely damaged by the construction associated with the school’s new addition.  CHNA will continue to look into the damaged trees around March School and the noise coming from the school’s roof top air handlers.

2. Brief discussion occurred concerning parking problems on streets surrounding Lafayette College.  It was determined that CHNA will give this issue further consideration in a future meeting.
Calendar Updates

· Tuesday, November 2: The Executive Committee will meet.

· Tuesday, November 17: The College Hill Neighborhood Association will hold its next general meeting at 7:00 PM at the College Hill Presbyterian Church.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.  
