CHNA Meeting, September 21, 2010

Meeting minutes
-Reading of the August meeting minutes

-Tony D’Angelo made a motion to accept the minutes, motion seconded, minutes accepted

Treasurers Report – no report
Team Meetings
a) Beautification – going to replace some of the planters with mums for the fall
b) Public Safety Team – waiting to hear when there will be money available to put up the guardrail on Clinton Terrace. 
c) Nevin Park Team – next meeting Saturday, October 2nd, at 4pm.  Paths will not be put all of the way around the outside of the park this year, but the city is open to the idea of finishing the paths in 2011.
d) Block Watch Team – 
· Had a meeting on August 26th.  Discussed block watch plans. 
· Next meeting, Thursday, September 23rd, in the basement of College Hill Presbyterian Church.  This will be a citywide block watch meeting.  We need a representative from the CHNA to attend because Curt has a conflict and is not able to attend the meeting.
e) Garden Tour Team – 

· Have a list of gardens we would want to include in next years tour.
· West ward neighborhood partnership contacted us and would like to be involved in the garden tour.

f) Community Relations Team

· Zoning – Adams Outdoor Advertising billboard; if city would amend it’s zoning codes to accommodate billboards in certain approved areas of Easton, Adams Outdoor Advertising will not pursue legal action to continue plans of installing a billboard at Frank and Dot’s Beer Depot.

· March school – 
· Community action committee has been meeting, Chief Larry Palmer has helped us and we will now have stop signs at Parson and Reeder.

· We are still looking for crossing guards at the March School, do have to apply, but position pays $21 a day.

· Crosswalk areas at the March school are not currently handicap accessible.  Want the original contractor to correct the crosswalks that were put in incorrectly.

· School district Solicitor is personally suing the Express Times for a “misquote” published in the newspaper.  Concerned citizens are trying to make sure the School District is not paying for the lawyers involved in this lawsuit through taxpayers’ money since this is a personal lawsuit.

· Easton Area School Board President and Solicitor did not allow the public to speak at the last school board meeting, and other issues such as items being added to the agenda at last minute where public does not have enough time to prepare to speak at meeting.  More discussion on this topic during new business.
g) News Team – new content on website including information on candidates night.  Next meeting to be determined.
h) Economic Development Team – first meeting of the committee Tuesday September 28th, at 7:30 at Tony D’Angelo’s house, 606 Paxinosa 
Dues Reminder – dues due October 1st, $25 for individuals, $40 for families, $20 for seniors 
Candidates night – Postgame

a) Waiting for costs to come in

b) Projected expenses of about $400

c) Participation of League of Women Voters (LWV) of NC will off set a portion of these expenses

d) Over 250 folks came

e) Positive responses from attendees and candidates

f) LWV “learned some things” as did we!

New business

· Resolution against halting of public comment at EASD school board meetings

· CHNA can develop a resolution, put forward to the school board for a public vote, against halting public comment at meetings. 
· Request that 3 of the college hill representatives on the school board present our resolution to the board.
· Pennsylvania School Board Association – directed the Easton school board that they can limit public discussion at meetings where there is no vote on the subject being discussed.  The meeting where the vote occurs it the only time the public must be allowed to speak on that subject.
Motion that Hubert and Curt put together a resolution to be agreed upon by the Executive Committee to be presented on Thursday, to the Easton Area School Board expressing concern over the lack of public comment and need for public comment at any session of the Easton Area School Board where there is a quorum.
Motion seconded, motion passed.

· Any other new business/announcements

· New member, Athena Stamus – Concerned about “Cattell and Clinton Terrace Project.” Upset about parking spots that have already been built at the Children’s Home (old Weiss property), but may not be in accordance with zoning.  Heard about plans to put parking in the “Fretz” property.
· Adjourn

Next Meeting – October 19th 
