College Hill Neighborhood Association

November 17, 2009

7:00 PM to 9:30 PM

In Attendance: 16 people including 7 Executive Committee members [Alan Raisman, Hubert Etchison, Joe Kinslow, Curt Ehly, David Rose, Rachel Knox, and Paul Deery]

Meeting Minutes –

A motion was made whereas the Secretary would send out the meeting minutes to those in attendance via e-mail for review.  If approved by those in attendance, the minutes would be sent to the entire general membership. The motion was made by Hubert Etchison and seconded by Rachel Knox.  The motion was passed by a unanimous vote.  

A motion was made to pass the minutes of the September 15, 2009 meeting of the general membership.  The motion was made by Curt Ehly and seconded by Rachel Knox.  The motion was passed by a unanimous vote.

Alan Raisman presented the minutes of the October 20, 2009 meeting of the general membership.  Curt Ehly amended the minutes.  A motion was made to pass the minutes as amended.  The motion was made by Drew Anderson and seconded by Bob Levers.  The motion was passed by a unanimous vote. 

Team Meeting/Challenge Update

· Public Safety Team

There was no report from the Public Safety Team.

· Beautification Committee

The City of Easton will not allow the College Hill Neighborhood Association to use the extra money from Neighborhood Day to purchase additional planters.  The CHNA still has yet to hear from Lafayette College about the damaged planters.

· Community Relations Team

The Community Relations Team has not met since the summer.  The Team is still looking for a representative from the College Hill Neighborhood Association to attend school board meetings.  This would require the representative to attend about two meetings a month.

· News Team

The News Team will meet on November 18, the first time in two months.  Joe Kinslow asked team leaders to provide him with the dates of their team meetings.  Joe Kinslow will post the team meeting dates on the CHNA website.  Hubert Etchison requested members who like to write stories or take pictures should consider joining the News Team.

· Nevin Park Team

The Nevin Park Ad Hoc Committee will be meeting on November 24 at 7:00 PM.  The meeting will take place at the Lafayette Inn.  Hubert Etchison noted that money is set aside for Nevin Park, and the City would like the input of the College Hill Neighborhood Association and the general College Hill public before spending the money.

· Garden Tour Team

The Garden Tour Ad Hoc Committee will have its next meeting on January 5.  The Team’s focus will be to organize events for the Garden Tour.  The Garden Tour is scheduled for June 19 and 20 of 2010. 

· Block Watch Team

The Block Watch Team held its last meeting on November 2.  Nine people attended the meeting, and the entire Team has close to forty members.  The next meeting of the Block Watch Team is scheduled for November 30.  The Team is hoping to do training for fingerprinting  children during a family fun night at Frances A. March School.  The Team hopes to bring in McGruff the Crime Dog for additional fun.  The Block Watch Team will also be working with Captain Vangello of the Easton Police Department to see if a dispatch program is capable of sending out a phone call or email to the neighborhood to alert the neighbors about what is happening in the area.  Paul Deery stated that Block Watch elections were not held due to the lack of a quorum.  Block Watch amended the by-laws in order to lessen the required number of people for a quorum.  Block Watch did select new sector leaders.

New Business

1. Elections for the College Hill Neighborhood Association are to be held during the January meeting.  The College Hill Neighborhood Association will be electing four Officers and eight Team Leaders.  The four Officer positions are President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary.  The eight Team Leader positions are for the Public Safety/Parking/Traffic Team, the Beautification Team, the Community Relations Team, the Activities & Recreation Team, the Historical Team, the Membership Team, and the Finance Team.  The Finance Team will be headed by the Treasurer, as stated by the by-laws of the College Hill Neighborhood Association.  

2. Hubert Etchison discussed the March School Parking Plan and the steps taken since the last College Hill Neighborhood Association meeting on October 20, 2009.  An on-line vote was taken to see if the membership wanted to move forward in support of the revised parking plan pictured below (the outcome of meetings with the March School Administration and EASD representatives) in the 11/11 City Council meeting.  Specifically, the on line question for the vote was "We are requesting that members e-mail a vote for or against ratifying the plan before we present it in the upcoming City Council meeting (this coming Wednesday 11/11)."  Hubert Etchison went on to say that despite the vote tally and issues therewith, the point was moot due to the fact that the holiday did not permit the item to be added to the city council agenda for the 11/11 meeting.  
Hubert Etchison stated that the online vote tally for CHNA supporting the revised parking plan, which can be found below, was incorrect.  It was reported that 14 people approved of the plan while 9 people opposed the plan and 2 abstained from voting.  The actual tally was that 11 people approved the plan while 12 people opposed the plan and 2 abstained from voting.
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A motion was made by David Rose to approve the revised parking plan, and it was seconded by Curt Ehly.  During discussion, a motion was made by Kate Hess to add the East side of the 500 block of Reeder Street to the revised parking plan.  The motion was seconded by Curt Ehly.  7 people approved the amendment, and 4 people opposed the amendment.  The amendment passed.

A motion was made by Drew Anderson to add the 300 block of Reeder Street to the revised parking plan.  The motion was seconded by Ray Overall.  2 people approved the amendment, and 9 people opposed the amendment.  The amendment failed.

A motion was made by Curt Ehly to remove the 300 block of Monroe Street from the revised parking plan.  The motion was withdrawn by Curt Ehly.

A motion to approve the newly revised parking plan was called into question.  The motion was approved by a vote of 4 and opposed by a vote of 4.  Hubert Etchison asked for a recount.  The recount found that 5 people approved of the plan while 5 people opposed the plan.  

A motion was made by Hubert Etchison to withdraw support of the original plan which was approved unanimously at the October 20 meeting of the general membership.  The motion was seconded by Paul Deery.  5 people approved of the motion.  3 people opposed the motion.  The motion passed.

A motion was again made to approve the revised parking plan.  The motion was made by Drew Anderson and seconded by Cathy Moorehead.  6 people approved of the motion, and 3 people opposed the motion.  The motion passed.

3. Hubert Etchison informed the membership that the Lafayette Inn will be hosting the second annual College Hill Neighborhood Association holiday party.  The holiday party will take place from 6 PM to 9 PM on Saturday, January 2.

4. A motion was made by Hubert Etchison to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Drew Anderson.  The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM.

