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College Hill Neighborhood Association

January 21, 2009 Meeting Minutes

1) Welcome/Introduction - Hubert called the meeting to order and explained to first time attendees the meeting structure.

2) Mayor Sal Panto

a) There will be a neighborhood summit meeting on 1/29/2009 at 6:00 in the mayor’s office.  Officers from each active organization in the neighborhoods of Easton are encouraged to come.  There will be dialogue on how we can increase participation in neighborhoods.

b) Earth Day in Easton will be on April 25th.

i) Recycling will be a focus – we need to increase our recycling efforts.  Easton can get rebates for the amount that we recycle.  There are talks of an incentive program that will benefit residents for the amount they recycle.

c) The Bugler will now have the back side of the monthly flier devoted to various neighborhood groups.

d) The city is looking in to finding low interest loans for low to middle level incomes to make improvements to their homes.

e) Bushkill Creek/Silk Mill – the CHNA could provide a letter of support for this project.  The Mayor will let us know when the city could use such support.

3) Review of Previous Meeting Minutes –A motion was made that the reading of the minutes be waived, the motion was seconded, motion carried.

4) Report of CHNA Finances

5) Motion was made to skip to elections before the committee reports, motion was seconded and carried.

6) Report of Standing Committee Chairs

a) Public Safety, Parking/Traffic Committee – No update

b) Beautification Committee – No update

c) Public Affairs Committee – 

i) Billboard rejection resolution – The application to erect a billboard on the property of 102 Bushkill Street (a.k.a. Frank and Dot’s Beer Store) was rejected on all three points that were brought up.  This issue will probably not be over.  The decision could be appealed through the courts.

d) Activities & Recreation Committee

(1) Calendar review

(a) Mayor Neighborhood Summit – 1/29/2009 – any building around College Hill that you have concerns with please bring these to Hubert’s attention.  He can bring these buildings to the Mayor’s attention.

(b) February Meeting 2/17/2009 

(i) Bushkill Creek/Lafayette Presentation – Lafayette has a 10-year plan for areas around the Lafayette campus.  This plan may be delayed due to recent economic problems with the college’s endowment.

(ii) Committee Forum – to allow our members to learn about and sign up for committees of their interest.

(c) Potluck Dinner/March Meeting 3/17/2009 – we hope to have another Mayor discussion at this meeting and want to give the members a chance to speak with the Mayor.

(d) Earth Day 4/25/2009

(i) Neighborhood Clean up/Community picnic

(ii) Bushkill Creek Tour

(2) CHNA Cares – we will be collecting canned goods at each meeting.  Please let Hubert know of any charities you would like us to donate to.  This month’s donations will go to the Open Bible Soup Kitchen

e) Historical Committee – no report.

f) Membership Committee – 

i) Exceptions to CHNA membership – Exceptions are people interested in joining the CHNA, but live just outside of the geographical area of College Hill.  Should the membership committee be allowed to grant exceptions?  A motion was made to draft an amendment to the bylaws that would allow the membership committee to review exceptions and bring them up to the executive committee for membership.

ii) Membership dues – 

(1) $25 per individual

(2) $40 per family

(3) $20 for over 50s

(4) $35 for couples over 50

(5) These “dues” will be a suggested contribution put on the membership application.  This will be revisited in 6-months to determine if we want to continue asking for a contribution.

g) Communications Committee  - please check out our website: eastonchna.org

h) Finance Committee – no report

7) Report of Ad Hoc Committees

a) Nevin Park Historic Fountain – on hold for now, activity to resume after the new year

b) Garden Tour – on hold for now, activity to resume after the new year

8) New Business

a) CHNA Elections 

i) Slated Officers:

(1) President – “Open”

(2) Vice President – Rachel Knox

(3) Treasurer – Julie Mumaw

(4) Secretary – Tara Noreika

(5) Nominations from the floor - Rachel Knox nominated Hubert Etchison for the position of President

(6) Discussion – there was no discussion

(7) A motion was made to elect all officers slated for a position.  The motion was seconded and carried.

ii) Committee Forum Handout – A handout was passed around explaining all of the standing and ad hoc committees.

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting, the motion was seconded.  The meeting was adjourned.

The next meeting will be February 17th

Submitted by:

Kate Hess, Secretary CHNA
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