

College Hill Neighborhood Association
November 18, 2008 Meeting Minutes


1) Welcome/Introduction - Hubert called the meeting to order and explained to first time attendees the meeting structure.
2) Review of Previous Meeting Minutes – Hebert read the minutes from the October 21, 2008 meeting.  There was no discussion.  Laura made a motion that the minutes be approved as read, Phyllis seconded, motion carried.
3) Report of CHNA Finances – Laura reviewed the status of our finances.  The Fountain Fund balance is currently $14,375.07.  The bank account balance is $2,611.46.
4) Report of Standing Committee Chairs
a) Public Safety, Parking/Traffic Committee – Phyllis reported on recent research into the number of accidents per year on Cattell St.  The number is down in 2008 versus prior years.  Additional cross walks and a solar powered speed indicator were approved by PENNDOT during the committee’s previous work but there is no funding available.  The city is currently doing work in Nevin Park to replace the sidewalk and remove the stairs to be ADA compliant.
b) Beautification Committee – Chris reported that he has secured a donation of winter greens from White Christmas Tree Farm that will be used to decorate the planters along Cattell St.  Curt mentioned that the city has some extra wreaths that may be available.
c) Public Affairs Committee – It recently came to our attention that the major held a “Town Hall” style meeting on College Hill that was poorly attended.  Curt and Hubert are working with the major’s office to schedule a second meeting that we will aggressively publicize.    We talked about the issues we would like the major to address:
Mayor Forum
(1) Taxes
(2) Funding Availability
(3) Traffic Issues - Cattell St. still a drag way and still seeing a lot of non-local heavy truck traffic.
(4) Enforcement of codes regarding sidewalk repair, lighting, dangerous trees in curb area
Billboard issue – Curt reported that a billboard has been proposed on the property of Frank & Dots Beer Distributorship.  At 48’ wide and mounted on a 47’ high post, it will have a dramatic effect on the view of Easton as seen by those arriving on the route 22 bridge.  At a Zoning Committee hearing Nov. 17 the topic was tabled.  Drew Anderson made a motion that the CHNA draft a resolution to be sent to the Zoning Committee stating our concerns about the billboard.  Paul Di Liello seconded the motion; motion carried.  Hubert will draft something and finalize with the Executive Committee.
d) Activities & Recreation Committee
(1) Heritage Day  2009 – a new committee has been formed in the city to manage next year’s Heritage Day.  They will come to our December meeting to discuss how we can work together on this event.
(2) Holiday Open House – Paul & Laura Di Liello have volunteered to hold a CHNA Holiday get together at The Lafayette Inn on Saturday, January 3, 2009.  This will be an evening event open to all College Hill residents, details to follow.
e) Historical Committee – no report.
f) Membership Committee – no report
g) Communications Committee 
i) Joe has researched Web Search engine enhancement and will be working on implementation.
ii) Purchase of old web address – no update but still an open issue.
h) Finance Committee – no report
5) Report of Ad Hoc Committees
a) Nevin Park Historic Fountain – on hold for now, activity to resume after the new year
b) Garden Tour – on hold for now, activity to resume after the new year
6) New Business
a) Alternative Energy Summit was held on Oct. 30.  The information presented was excellent.  Copies will be posted on our web page.
b) CHNA Elections are scheduled to take place in January.  If you are interested in any of the open positions please let Hubert know via email – vp@eastonchna.org
i) Officer Positions Open – All (Term Limits for all except VP)
(1) President
(2) Vice President
(3) Treasurer
(4) Secretary
ii) Committee Positions Open – Not sure
(1) Public Safety/ Parking/Traffic - Phyllis
(2) Beautification?
(3) Public Affairs - Curt
(4) Activities & Recreation?
(5) Historical?
(6) Membership - Hubert
(7) Communications?
(8) “Finance” – always headed by Treasure according to by-laws


Special Guests – Easton Block Watch
Gary Bertch, Melody Rogers and Lorraine Henderlock came to discuss the Easton Block Watch.   The purpose of the Block Watch is to encourage neighbors to work together and in conjunction with the police to address any concerns.  There is an Executive Board with four officers and a Sector Coordinator for each of the city’s designated sectors.  College Hill is section #5.  Within the sector work is accomplished via Captains and Co-captains concerned with blocks or groups of blocks of various sizes.  The organization helps with things like free child fingerprinting and photo ids, escorts to events (ie State Theatre), crime prevention signage, best practices, police interaction, etc.  It was determined that the CHNA should create an ad hoc committee to begin reorganization of this effort on College Hill.  A sheet was passed around for individuals to indicate their interest in participating.  If you were not at the meeting and would like to participate please email Hubert (vp@eastonchna.org).

Curt made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Paul Deery seconded.  The meeting was adjourned.


Submitted by:
Laura Di Liello, Treasurer CHNA
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