CHNA June 17th Meeting Minutes

Agenda

1. Welcome/Introduction 

a. Discussion of Robert’s Rules of Order

b. Discussion of general meeting format – we want the monthly meetings to be an update from the committees.  Each committee should be having their own meetings during the month to work on business.

2. Review of pervious meeting minutes

3. Report of CHNA finances

a. We paid $370 for our insurance

4. Report of Standing Committee Chairs

a. Public Safety, Parking/Traffic Committee – Terrance Hand

i. No updates

b. Beautification Committee – Chris Miccio/Hubert Etchison

i. Holiday lighting on Cattell Street.

1. College Hill members donated money to purchase the lights.

2. They are currently stored at the Public Works Department who is in charge of putting them up every year.

3. We can contact Bob Thomas, the city electrician, for more information.

ii. We are looking for two volunteers for this committee

c. Public Affairs Committee – Curt Ehly

i. Bill #36, sex offender legislation, is being discussed at City Council.  This bill proposes to restrict where individuals registered under Megan’s Law can live.  They would be restricted from living no closer than 1000 ft from a church, daycare, school or park.  Under this new law, these people would be limited to living in certain areas of College Hill and some areas of the South Side.
ii. Sullivan Park, at the end of Chestnut Terrace, has been affected by water run-off caused by flooding from the development of Fork’s Township.  The city will create a detention basin to control this water run-off.  This would allow for a wetland park to become part of Sullivan Park.  The park equipment is also being upgraded as part of this project.
iii. The Pool Feasibility study was drafted and is being reported tonight to the city council members.

iv. Sandy Volcano would like to be included in our email distributions to become aware of issues and concerns of College Hill.

d. Activities and Recreation Committee – Mary Keenan has agreed to stay the committee chair of this committee.
e. Historical Committee – Phyllis Johnson

i. Heritage Day – Sunday July 13th 

1. We have 3 volunteers to narrate the trolley tours, we still need about 2-3 people to navigate the trolley’s 

2. Need volunteers to help sign people up for the trolleys and tell them what hour them will ride.

ii. Heritage Day meeting scheduled June 23rd at 7:00 at Phyllis’ house, 705 Weygadt Drive, the corner of Weygadt and Kinderwood

iii. Bachmann House –
1. The plan is to partner with the city and Lafayette College to help save this building.
2. The General Purpose Authority took over the deed from the Easton Heritage Alliance so the Bachmann house now belongs to the county.

f. Communications Committee – Joe Kinslow/Hubert Etchison

i. Rachel Knox and Allyson creating a new logo for the CHNA.  The old logo was not in high resolution.  We also wanted a new, more vibrant, color pallet.
ii. Fund Raising Discussion

1. We need someone in this position with fundraising experience

2. We should be able to accept donations online, some of these options would be expensive, and some are simple.  

iii. Meeting on Thursday the 26th at 6:30 at Joe’s home, 3rd Terrace, off of Hillside Ave.

g. Membership Committee – Hubert Etchison
i. Establish Priorities

1. Develop Brochure for membership

a. The brochure is almost finalized and an example was passed around.

b. The brochure is expensive to create, about $600 for 1,000 brochures

2. Enable on-line registration according to by-laws

a. Requirements for membership are geography and paying dues.

b. The membership committee will confirm the eligibility of online members.

c. The on-line membership form is ready to go and can be posted to the website.

d. We are waiting until the fee structure is finalized.

e. The dues payments would be originally set up so that members would mail their dues.

ii. YMCA Update

1. Looking in to a possible corporate discount for members of the CHNA.

2. YMCA is not currently willing to give us a corporate rate but was interested in possibly giving a guest pass to members of the CHNA with a membership card

iii. Membership Dues possibilities from the committee

1. $24 – single rate

2. $40 – Family rate

3. $20  - Senior rate

4. The dues will be tax deductible once the 501c3 status is confirmed by the federal government.  

5. We could pro-rate the dues for 2008

6. Members thought we should increase the benefits of membership, or reduce the membership dues.

iv. Membership Card Development – an example of the membership card was passed around.
v. Meeting on Tuesday the 24th at 6:30 at Hubert’s home, 202 Upper Shawnee, the corner of Pennsylvania and Shawnee.
1. Can discuss dues amounts

2. Will discuss other needs of the committee

h. Finance Committee – Laura Di Liello
i. We are still looking for volunteers for this committee.

5. Report of Ad Hoc Committees

a. Nevin Park Historic Fountain – Hubert Etchison

i. We are interested in any photos or pictures of the original fountain.  We need them for the foundry plans.
ii. We are pulling together a plan for the total park.

iii. The park is on the national historic registry as a place of interest.

iv. Meeting Wednesday the 25th, at Hubert’s house, time to be announced.

b. Garden Tour – need committee heads 

c. 501c3 Filing – the state piece is coming along, we filed with the IRS and should hear back within the next 30 days.
6. New Business

a. Vote on By-Law amendment for member application acceptance via the web

i. Laura Di Liello made a motion to accept membership applications online, Mary Kennon seconded the motion.  The motion was accepted.

b. Getting involved: Being a Committee Member – if you have 15 minutes a week, 1 hour a month, you have time to be a committee member.
c. New Business from the floor

i. Junkyard on 611, the auto body shop, violates almost every code under the City Codes Department.  Phyllis Johnson has reported this to the City Codes Department and the DEP.  The junkyard has 30 days to bring the property up to code.  Phyllis will continue to work on this.

ii. Code Violations – if there are any possible code violations that you see and are concerned about, bring this to the attention of the CHNA.  This is something the CHNA could help with.

iii. Lafayette Development – we have been told to pay attention to the development of Lafayette College.  You can call Gary Evans and introduce yourself.  May be a possibility for us to get a presentation from the College on future development projects.
iv. City Council Meeting – If you would like to see the agenda items for future meetings you can go to the website.  If there is something on the agenda, you can talk about it at that time of the meeting.  If you have something you would like to bring up that is not on the agenda, you can bring it up at the end of the meeting.
v. Chestnut Terrace Block watch – How can we get all of College Hill involved in a block watch?  Hopefully this can be an extension of our Parking and Safety Committee.

vi. Membership List – Members would like some sort of membership list distributed to members at the meeting.  After we have established a defined membership base, we can put together a contact list for he current members.

Next meeting July 15th
